St Leonard’s Safer Neighbourhood Panel Meeting

Wednesday 2 December 2009, St Leonard’s Spires Meeting Room
Minutes

1. Welcome and Apologies

Ben Everitt (Chair) welcomed the attendees, who included Fiona Brent (Secretary), Sgt Miller (SNT), Nabil Mezoughi (Community Safety Officer) and guest speakers (PC Karen Hunn, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator & Youth Liaison Officer, Hazel Taylor, Engagement Officer ‘Prevent Strategy’ and Christine Jacobs, Head of Private Sector Housing, Lambeth)
Apologies were received from:

Amanda Austin (Vice Chair), Brian Palmer, Henry Fergusson.
2. Presentations by Guest Speakers

PC Karen Hunn, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator & Youth Engagement Officer for Lambeth
PC Hunn provided some insight into her role & NW:

· The number of watches across the borough has increased, especially in the St. Leonard’s Ward.  

· NW is a nationwide scheme but in some parts of the country it is known as ‘Home Watch’.

· Watches vary in size.  Some include a number of streets whilst others involve a single block of flats.  

· NW is about community teamwork and knowing your neighbours.  Encouraging residents to liaise with local police in an effort to reduce crime.

· The majority of boroughs have NW Associations but this is not the case in Lambeth therefore Karen’s role is to provide that link. 
· Registration forms and information booklets are available from Karen, who also sends regular (police) updates / crime figures to watch coordinators.
· Street signs & window stickers have proved to be a worthwhile crime deterrent.  Additional street signs are currently available.  Watch coordinators should contact Karen to obtain them.
· Karen encouraged Resident’s Associations to also become NWs.  There are examples across the borough and residents will get free liability insurance if they do.

· Email enquiries to karen.hunn@met.police.uk
ACTION:  Lee Alley suggested that we create a link on the St Leonard’s Safer Neighbourhood Panel website so that ‘Incident Report Forms’ can be completed online and sent to the SN Policing Team / Sgt Miller. 

Hazel Taylor, ‘Prevent’ Engagement Officer, Metropolitan Police

Hazel moved to Lambeth a month ago to work as a ‘Prevent’ Engagement Officer.  Her team work with a number of different areas e.g. Education, Local Authority and Youth Services as part of a new Government Counter Terrorism Strategy, to identify individuals vulnerable to radicalisation before they become terrorists.  
The Prevent team look at potential threats from a variety of organisations including Al Qaida and the Far Right.  They do not work exclusively with Muslim groups.
There are a number of strands to the work:

· Challenge extremist ideology & give support to the mainstream voice

· Disrupt the methods of communication used by different groups to spread subversive ideas e.g. internet, leaflets, meetings etc

· Support individuals by working with other groups e.g. ‘Street’ – an organisation specialising in diversion interventions for young people at risk of indoctrination with extremist ideologies – and adopting a holistic method to challenge extreme views.

· Increasing the resilience of communities against extremism.  Exploring a variety of inter faith or inter generation forums to bolster them.
· Addressing grievances within communities early.

‘Prevent’ recognises that the local community is an important source of information.  Family members / neighbours are well placed to notice the subtle indicators in someone that could indicate a move towards radicalisation.  
‘Prevent’ encourages SN Teams to engage with different community groups e.g. youth groups so that they can engage in positive dialogue with the local police.

‘Prevent’ is not about criminalising individuals or policing their thoughts.  It is about nurturing them to have a more positive view of their community through positive intervention.
Christine Jacobs, Head of Private Sector Housing, Lambeth

· A key concern for the Private Sector Housing Department is ‘Health and Safety’ of residents which includes fire, general safety as well as the vulnerability of a property to intruders.  

· The Department has been involved with ‘target hardening’ in the past (burglary prevention strategy).  They had previously worked with crime prevention officers to obtain referrals but this is no longer the case.  
· Multiple occupancy dwellings are the most vulnerable so a significant proportion of the work is focussed on engaging owners / leaseholders to improve this category of property.  
· Various methods of communication are used, including leaflets which are available in different languages but it is often difficult to make direct contact with tenants / landlords and progress can be slow as a result. 
· Grants are available from the Home office but these are ‘means tested’ - Victims Support and Clapham Park Project recently received funding via this source.
· Currently there is only one officer available for the St. Leonard’s ward to identify / short list vulnerable premises.  A full progress report is expected by February 2010.

· For detailed information about government grants / eligibility, contact Christine - cjacobs@lambeth.gov.uk
ACTION: It was suggested that the department have a link on the Panel website.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 07.10.09 

The minutes to the previous meeting were accepted, signed and adopted.  

4. Action Points from the previous meeting (update)

SN Panel Funding – The funds are available.  The Panel will need to contact the police via Sgt Louise Miller with any proposals for spending it.  The money does not roll over from year to year and the end of the Metropolitan Police Association (MPA) financial year is April 2010.  It has been suggested that the Panel invests in some publicity to improve attendance.  Sgt Miller suggested a banner outside the new venue with a changeable date / time - another group has done this.  
ACTION: Other suggestions from the Panel requested for next the next meeting.

Stanthorpe Residents / AS behaviour by youths – Police patrols were increased but no AS behaviour was reported.  The Panel Chair had visited the area on a number of occasions and saw nothing.  Community Safety Officer reported that a family, believed to at the centre of the claims, had been served with an eviction notice.  No Stanthorpe residents were present as the meeting.
Increase in road rage incidents in Mount Ephraim / Blakemore Road - Nothing to report, action dropped
Rise in street drinkers and associated AS behaviour at the top of Mount Ephraim Road - Thought to be linked with extended hours of a local off license.  Police have made enquiries.  License has been in place for some time.  No AS behaviour reported.

5. Officer’s Reports

Streatham Green / Street Drinking & AS Behaviour - A notable improvement which may be a combination of policing and colder weather.  The associated rubbish is also on the decline and Street Care has been able to keep the area clear.

ACTION:   Some residents reported that an area near St. Andrews church is used by (Polish) street drinkers.  The police will monitor and report back.

Street Robbery - A few incidents reported recently.  One arrest made today following a robbery at Streatham Hill.  A task force is looking into these crimes.  PC Stephen Christmas advised residents to be extra vigilant when returning home from Christmas shopping trips and social occasions (especially when using mobile phones).  If you suspect you are being followed, you should approach another person or knock on a door – avoid being on your own.
6. Police Update

Crime figures included the following:
i. 
ii. 
iii. 
	Crime Breakdown

	Crime Classification
	Last Two Months
Sep - Oct 09
	Previous Two Months
Sep - Oct 09
	Difference
	Same Period Last Year
Sep - Oct 08
	Difference

	Burglary In A Dwelling
	49
	38
	11
	38
	11

	Common Assault/Assault with Injury
	43
	63
	-20
	43
	0

	Theft From Shops
	30
	21
	9
	15
	15

	Other Criminal Damage
	24
	32
	-8
	23
	1

	Criminal Damage To Motor Vehicle
	20
	14
	6
	11
	9

	Theft Person
	16
	13
	3
	13
	3

	Personal Property Robbery
	11
	13
	-2
	25
	-14

	Theft From Motor Vehicle
	10
	20
	-10
	14
	-4

	Theft/Taking Of Motor Vehicle
	9
	8
	1
	4
	5

	Burglary In Other Buildings
	4
	4
	0
	10
	-6

	Theft/Taking Of Pedal Cycle
	3
	9
	-6
	2
	1

	Business Property Robbery
	1
	2
	-1
	0
	1


Burglary – Referrals have been made to the Safer Home Fund.   Most of the burglaries occurred in multiple occupancy dwellings or as a result of windows being left open.  Advice will be circulated in the countdown to Christmas in an effort to counter the seasonal increase.

Vice – A special cross border operation with Wandsworth using trained decoys to catch kerb crawlers resulted in 23 arrested in 4 nights.  One brothel has also been closed.
ASB / Streatham Green – Despite statements / evidence being collated, further information is now required.  A borough wide ‘Controlled Drinking Zone’ began on 1st December with a ‘bedding in’ period until the 14th December.  This will provide PCSOs and Police Officers with the power to confiscate alcohol if they feel that it will lead to AS behaviour.  It is not a ban on drinking and they will have no search powers. Refusal to cooperate will result in a fine of £50.  Failure to pay will result in arrest.

There was some concern about how police would enforce this law.  What happens when English is not the first language and when those drinking are not British citizens?  It was explained that a multi agency approach can be used.  There are specific services available.  Christine Jacobs explained that her department has encountered similar problems when dealing with migrant workers.  Referrals to other agencies can result in practical assistance e.g. finding work or funding a ticket home.
ACTION:  Panel Chair to obtain a copy of the consultation documents outlining the ‘Controlled Drinking Zone’.

7. Community Safety Officer Report

Nabil confirmed that both the Clapham Park Project and Victim Support (Southwark and Lambeth) had secured £100, 000 each from the safer Home Fund. Police teams were making referrals to the Community Safety Department which included premises previously burgled as well as those likely to be targeted. The money will need to be invested by April 2010 otherwise it is to be returned to the Home Office.  700 properties in Lambeth should benefit and the criteria have now opened up to allow vulnerable households to submit ‘self’ referrals.  NW coordinators can also distribute the forms (free phone number for further information – 0800 085 2378)

ACTION:  Nabil to email the Panel Chair so the paperwork / forms can be downloaded onto the website. 

8. Priorities Discussion

It was agreed that the priorities should remain:

i. Street Drinking / ASB

ii. Burglary

iii. Vice

9. Any other business

· Street Lighting in Tooting Bec Gardens - a resident reported that a light had not been working for some weeks and left an area vulnerable to crime.  She was advised to report the matter again but to highlight it as a community safety issue. Sgt Miller will follow this up.
· Bail Houses - there is no information available highlighting the location of bail houses in the borough.  Following a recent incident, when a hostel resident committed murder, one local resident asked whether there we had a right to know.  This is a nationwide issue and accountability is of key concern.  Sgt Miller highlighted that the police do not always know where the hostels are because they are owned by private companies with no obligation to pass information on.  The issue is compounded by the transient nature of their population. This issue will be returned to at the next meeting.
· Traffic Gridlock on the 28th October, traffic across a significant part of the ward was severely disrupted when police intervened with an attempted suicide.  Unfortunately the resulting traffic congestion was unavoidable.

10. Date of the next meeting

The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 2 February, 19.00, English Martyrs’ Church hall, Mitcham Lane.  

The Panel meetings will be now be held on the first Tuesday of every other month from 2010. 
